[From psychiatric hospitals to local municipal departments. The county of Vejle 1973-1987].
On April 1, 1976 the Danish State handed over the responsibility for treatment of psychiatric patients to the counties. None of the state hospitals were situated in the county of Vejle. The changes of the admission pattern of the inhabitants of Vejle county aged 15+ years during the years from 1973 to 1987 are described. The annual bed occupancy per 1,000 inhabitants decreased markedly during the period (from 829 in 1973 til 366 in 1986) while the admission rates were relatively stable. Vejle county has successfully reduced the number of admissions to mental hospitals in other counties, but was, however, still not self-sufficient in 1987. The decrease in bed occupancy was significant in the groups of schizophrenia, manic-depressive psychosis, organic states, neurosis, alcohol and drug addiction, while in the group of other psychoses and other conditions the decrease was not significant. In the group of personality disorder the bed occupancy increased, but not significantly.